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Purpose
To outline the laboratory procedure for processing faeces.
Specific procedure

1. Faecal samples must be collected as fresh as possible within 24 hours of

defecation otherwise the DNA will be severely degraded.

2. Ethanol storage. It is important to use clean equipment and clean gloves
when preparing the samples. Faecal samples once in 75% ethanol can be
kept and shipped at room temperature. DNA is isolated from the sloughed
intestinal cells that line the faeces, therefore it is important that the

general shape of the faeces is kept intact.

3. Frozen Storage. If ethanol is not available, faeces may also be shipped

and stored frozen.
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