Wales Kidney Research Tissue Bank SOP- Samples collection and storage

1 INTRODUCTION

The importance of high quality samples and data for research is well known, and is increasing with the advent of personalised medicine. The Biobank aims to establish a large research collection of samples as well as a set of good practice requirements for tissue collection and storage to increase the quality of the samples and data.
2 DEFINITIONS

CKD- Chronic Kidney Disease

AKI- Acute Kidney Injury

ESRD- End Stage Renal Disease

Human Tissue Act - HTA

3 HEALTH AND SAFETY / DISEASE CONTROL

All work must be carried out in accordance to NHS and Cardiff University regulations. Wear appropriate clothing and lab coat at all times, wear gloves and wash hands after handling clinical samples. Sterilise infectious materials and equipment prior to ultimate disposal. Work areas/equipment must be cleaned and maintained regularly as well as decontaminated after use using appropriate methods. This helps prevent sample cross-contamination during processing/extraction as well as protect staff handling the material.
4 PERSONNEL TRAINING

Only competent operators are permitted to work without supervision. Persons are deemed competent only when it is stated by the persons training supervisor. 

5 SPECIMEN

Urine samples from CKD, AKI, ESRD patients, or healthy control.

Blood samples from CKD, AKI, ESRD patients, or healthy control.

Kidney biopsies, omentum
6 PROCEDURES

6.1 Fresh samples

A competent person will collect samples from the consented patients as specified in the Wales Kidney Tissue Bank Protocol and Terms of reference v4.1 and Patient Information Sheet v3. All identifiable information will be removed and a study ID number/tissue bank number will be allocated and added to the samples. The researcher will then be contacted to collect the anonymised sample. Once in the laboratory, researchers will process the samples for further analysis according to specific protocols and following tissue bank and HTA regulations. 

6.2 Frozen samples

Following processing, the samples will be stored at -80oC in freezers dedicated to the tissue bank. They will be released to researchers following application to the tissue bank, review by the tissue bank governance committee and approval of the research project as detailed in the Wales Kidney Tissue Bank Protocol and Terms of reference v4.1. 

6.3 Clinical data collection

If clinical data is required, either clinical staff or a member of the study with a research passport will retrieve it as specified in the Wales Kidney Tissue Bank Protocol and Terms of reference v4.1. No identifiable patient data will be released at any point in the process to sample recipients, unless the research is undertaken by clinical staff.
7 Records Management

All samples location and history will be recorded in an electronic file, part of the Tissue Bank record.
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